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Overview

The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) recently said that
patients showing signs of sepsis should be treated with the same urgency as those
with chest pain that could be suffering a potential heart attack. In its guidance,
NICE asked clinicians to consider the possibility of sepsis in all patients who may
have an infection.

In response to this NICE guidance, INPS has created a new sepsis pathway for
Vision to help GPs identify and treat sepsis patients quickly and consistently.

A key to reducing death and disability from sepsis is early recognition leading to
early treatment. Vision implements the UK Sepsis Trust pathway to alert clinicians
to the possibility of sepsis during consultations. These alerts cover patients of all
ages, taking into account age specific normal ranges for clinical measurements such
as pulse and respiratory rate.

If a patient presents with identified red flag signs of sepsis, the clinician is reminded
of the importance of swift action and advises the start of antibiotic treatment within
one hour of detection.

Vision makes it easy for clinicians to record important clinical measurements quickly
in a structured manner, speeding up data entry and quality. It also incorporates the
Royal College of Physicians (RCP) NEWS scoring system (National Early Warning
Score) to help assess the severity of iliness, as well as being a nationally recognised
indicator of urgency of action that can be used in clinical handover.

Pre-requisites

The INPS Sepsis pathway helps clinicians in the early recognition and management
of sepsis by analysing routine clinical measurements during the consultation. The
pathway consists of:

Alert Popup - See Viewing the Sepsis Alert Prompt (page 1)
Data entry template - See Using the Sepsis Template (page 4)

To use the Sepsis Pathway provided by INPS you need to download it
fromm Download Web Files. For help on how to download web files,
see:

Watch a video on how to download templates and reports
http://www.inpshelp.co.uk/DLM490/Visionplus/index.htm# 71145

On-screen help
http://www.inpshelp.co.uk/DLM490/Visionplus/index.htm#52225_1



http://www.inpshelp.co.uk/DLM490/Visionplus/index.htm#71145
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Viewing the Sepsis Alert Prompt

In Consultation Manager when a patient's record is opened, the Sepsis Alert
popup window displays different warning messages depending on the information
you are recording and is graded on severity. There are three possible levels of
warnings:

Sepsis Screening

Consider Sick Patient Assessment. See Consider Sick Patient
Assessment Alert (page 2)

Sepsis possible - Clinical Review. See Sepsis Possible - Clinical
Review (Amber Flag) (page 3).

Red Flag Sepsis - Consider Emergency Admission. See Red Flag
Sepsis - Consider Emergency Admission (page 3).
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01/09/2016: Influenza vaccination not given
=l | Sepsiz Screening

Conzider Sick Patient Azsessment
Fied Flag Sepsis - Consider Emergency Admizsion

Sepsis screening

D Note - The patient's age and gender is also taken into account.
For example, if the patient is an infant or if the patient is female and
pregnant.

' Training Tip - For more information on how to use the Alert
Popup window - see Alert Popup Window
http://www.inpshelp.co.uk/DLM490/Visionplus/index.htm#46286.

From the alert popup you can launch the Sepsis template by double clicking on the

alert prompt (or by selecting the Show Template IE icon from the toolbar).
From here you can further assess your patient's risk of sepsis. See Using the Sepsis
Template (page 4).

Consider Sick Patient Assessment Alert

If a patient meets the following criteria during their consultation you are prompted
that there might be a possible case of Sepsis and that action is needed. You see the
prompt Consider Sick Patient Assessment.

Antibiotic treatment issued today or in the last 7 days
Flu symptoms
Gastroenteritis

Temperature
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Sepsis Alert

Sepsis Possible - Clinical Review (Amber Flag)

The warning message Sepsis Possible - Clinical Review displays to indicate that
further assessment or follow up is required. This prompt displays if the patient
meets the criteria for Consider Sick Patient Assessment and has additional risk
factors such as recent surgery, immunosuppression or other abnormal
observations.
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Amber flag sepsis warning

Red Flag Sepsis - Consider Emergency Admission

The Red Flag Sepsis - Consider Emergency Admission warning displays where
there is a clear case of Sepsis. You see this warning if the patient has a single red
flag symptom, and meets the criteria for Consider Sick Patient Assessment. The
following is also taken into account:

Patient's age
Patient pregnant




Low blood pressure in conjunction with a fast pulse or confusion
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Using the Sepsis Template

The Sepsis template is easy for clinicians to record important clinical measurements
quickly in a structured manner, speeding up data entry and quality. It also
incorporates the Royal College of Physicians (RCP) NEWS scoring system (National
Early Warning Score) to help assess the severity of illness, as well as being a
nationally recognised indicator of urgency of action that can be used in clinical
handover.

From the patient record, you can quickly access the Sepsis data entry template:

1. Click the Vision+ icon on the floating toolbar.

2. Select Clinical Templates.

il QOF Templates [
Clinical Templates r
Add To Register k
¥ Calculators C
I Warfarin Monitor r
-2l 5M5 Message

Clinical Templates

3. Choose the Sepsis Screening template.

{__; Prevention - COPD Post-Discharge Reviews (ACE Foundation)
i;__s Prevention - Prescription for Exercise (ACE Foundation)
':_.s- Safeguarding (ACE Foundaticon)

| Seasonal flu vaccination programme

IO Sepsis Screening I

Sepsis Screening Template




Key Points about the Sepsis Template
Below are some key points about using the Sepsis Template:

The screen is interactive so only displays information relevant to the
patient; for example Immunosuppression and Pregnancy.

Where applicable, amber and red flag guidance information displays at
the top of the screen.

The three tabs displayed on the template are:

- - - Click the Sepsis tab to view a patient’s flag status, review
patient data and record your observations. You can also access the
NEWS Calculator from this tab.

- Informatien _ The Information tab provides direct links to NICE NG51
guidance, Sepsis Trust Toolkit and RCP NEWS (National Early
Warning Score).

History - Use the History tab to view the patient's Read codes,
Active Repeats, Acutes, Inactive Acute/Repeats, and Additional
Information.

As you record information the flag status changes automatically.

Embedded in the Sepsis tab is the NEWS (National Early Warning
Score) calculator. To access the calculator click the Popout Template

IE icon at the bottom of the template. A separate NEWS Calculator
| NEWS Calculatur|

tab displays
[ Rigars [ Mo Data Recarded ]
| Trauma £ Surgery | Mo Data Recorded 1L
|W0und 4 skin infection / abscess | MoDatsl  From the Sepsis Template, select the NEWS
. . Calculator by clicking the Popout Template
| FPozzible sepsis | Mo Datal icon

You can eztimate the patientz NE'WS value, bazed onre
icon at the end of the row below to show the calculator

MWEWS Calculator - Click. the first icon to launch... | Mo Data Recorded

NEWS Calculator




. NEWS Calculat
Complete the six areas of NEWS Calculator TR tab to help
assess the severity of the illness. To record the score in the patient's

record, click the Codeset L icon.

H \___J Iﬁ ) '@ Sun 14/08/2016

nno

Save 8 Codeset Show Undeo Indicator || Al Previous Tab |7 Mext Tab|
Close Indicators Last Entry Logic
File Controls
Histon| NEWS Calcuiator
| Lewel of Consciouzhess | 14/08,/2016: O/E - drowsy LLL]
[ Heart rate [ 14/08/20116: O Complete the NEWS Calculator
[ Systolic BP [ 14/08/2016 TTS7 a0 L &
S e | 14/08/2016: 0V - core temperature | 381 v L
— | 14/08/2016: Drygen zaturation at periphery | 98 TS
\l Respiratony rate | 14/08,/2016: O/E - rate of respiration | 20 A

ce all b parameters are recorded the conmesponding HEWS category [High, Medium, or Low] will
appear below:

% | Medium NEWS RCP Total [5-6) [ Mo Data Recorded , L]
Click to record the score

The following hne 1z included if you wish to document the HEW score.

I\
| MEW Score | Mo Dats Recorded -

NEWS Calculator

For information on how to add data to a template - see Vision+ Data
Entry
http://www.inpshelp.co.uk/DLM490/Visionplus/index.htm #48822.

o

Save &
After recording information you must click Save & Close = tlose

All information recorded on the template is written back to the
patient's journal.

Examples of the Sepsis Templates

Below are some examples of the Sepsis template and how the content varies
depending on the patient's age, observations etc.
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Non-pregnant adult, no triggering codes

ORL & Sepsis Screening for AHUIA, PATVEER KAUR [06/06/1949] P o B
Heme  Appearance
ﬂ LJ t] j m wed 13j07/2016 | -
a Codesat Bms ermr " Previous Tab ™ Next Tab
He Controls =3
[History | Sepsis | NEWS |

Consider screening in:
::m::hﬂwlﬂﬂmmmhﬁm iption or stewardrhip d
-t el pattont wihout cloar oaee.

Particular rick fact Py age over 75, iecent auma of sungeny, i

Then think "Could thiz be an infection?”

mmmfrmIHMMpHNMHMMImmhMJ

infected wound / device
[ Respaatony rate [ Mo Data Recoeded ¥ |k
[p02 | Mo Data Recorded ¥ Ll
[ Tempersture | 27.0672008: D€ - cove tempershue |374 v [
[Syeche BF [05/02/2016: DJE - Spsteke BF teading [i70 w [ 2l
[ Heat 1ae [ Mo Data Receeded ¥ |_| )
[ Lavval of corscamesness [ Mo Data Recoeded v LD
[ Confusian [ o Data Fecoded ¥ Ll
| Dbgouria [ o Data Recoded ¢ L]
[ Arnaia [ Mo Dists Receeded Ll
[ Rash, cpanosis of molting | Mo Data Recoded ¥ u =]
[ Rigoes | Mo Data Recoded v LD
[ Trauma / Surger [ Mo Data Recoeded ¥ u .
[oumd 7 sk infection 7 abscess | Mo Diata Recorded M
[ Immunasuppression - Dougs [ Mo Data Recoeded ¥ [0k
[ Imrunsuppresison - Condlions [ Mo Dsta Receeded ¥ [

4 Previous % Mext Mo Data Recorded [

1l Previous Tab [ MNext Tab

Non-pregnant adult, no triggering codes




Non-pregnant adult, red flag alerts

[ - LAY Serpain, Scremning for AMULA, PATVITR KALS: (56 106/ 1545] P o= o o=
Homs | Appearance
W L 4 e R o
S | Codest Dokt | Sow | tndolsn dndanr | 7 revosTe [ Mot
Cose ResiCode  Idcaien  Eney  Lage
Fe Cormnis &
Y -

(Red Flag Sepsis
This is time critical, immediate action is
required.
Immediate actions
Dial 999
Arrange blue light transfer
Administer oxygen fo maintain saturations =94%
If estimated transfer ime over 1 hour administer

Communication

Write a brief clear handover including
observations and antibiotic allergies where
present

Ensure Paramedics pre-alert as ‘Red Flag Sepsis’

I\_antibioti-:: infravencoushy o
i el paont kN loes Couse
il facher et age ovel 5 recerd boema o iugery. s aieee deves

Then think. “Could this ba an infnction ™

hmp;*:.’u;; Taact Indection, Abdomina puain o & Collulitin / veptic artheitis /
[Fesspmmons e [ ha Dt Posconchent v Ll
[Ea02 [ i Dt Fosccmciod v Ll
[Temgmntae [Z7 6N DVE . corm nmpes e | EE] v L
[ractr [TEACIANE DV - Sy EF et [ w e
[Vt vae | L]
[Lervst d compimmmiean [ha Dsts Fescanend v Llfe
[Corvanin Thia Dt Prconded v L0
[Pz Thia Dat Paconded v L]

| TR AN G g -'_l,.,l_{_;]

o Previcus @ Mewt | 507280 Anuria [§

......

Y Provicass Tab ([ Pl Tab

Non pregnant adult, red flag alerts




Non-pregnant adult, amber flag alerts

Home | Agpsarance

W 0 ' e 5 @
Savr & Codeiet mlhw Il.l'ﬂ |

Cijge Fead Cinde Indalees Enviry Lo

Fie (<)

[ - LAY Spais Screwning for AMLULA, PATVIR KAUS: (346 /05/1945]

P = = =

i~ o

Sepsis possible

Lise clinical judgment to determine
whether patient can be managed in
community setting

If treating in the community, consider:
-planned second assessment

-brief written handover to colleagues
-specific safety netting advice

- Patirls Jos sobicoms s 35 arbdeita:

Paiticula itk lachon: mmarasuppeerins, sg0 ovel TS reoend lisema of ugery, wvaire devican

Thaw think. “Could thiv ba an inlnction™
Lﬂ.ﬂjf Taact Indection, Abdomina pain o & Collulitiz / voplic mthitis /
[Possemhons e Thea D Paconded v L0
(ETH [ Drata Fonconded v L
[T [ZTAERE OV - com | v HiE
[Eractr TISAC HAE. DV - Syl BF soadng [ v F 208
[Featioms [Hs Dats Frocented v L]
| [ Dot Fopeendent v Ll
= [ Data Fovconded v Ll
[ [ 12020k Dkgouns e
[era [Pia Dot Ponoind » Ll
[Fench, cparcms o e [hea Dot Fencarded w |n||_.__*-_“
[Figer= [t Diatn Femcordend »
[Timma s Sy [#es Dot Foncended v L

 Previgs @ Mewt | 50720 Dhgowrs []

W Prevas T [° et Tao

Non-pregnant adult, amber flag alerts
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Child 5-12 years, no alerts

ORL & Sepsis Sereening for ALLIBONE, KETRAN [24/06]2008] P E o B
Home | Appearance
ﬂ LJ t] j m wed 13j07/2016 | -
a Codesat Bms ermr " Previous Tab ™ Next Tab
He Controls =3
[History | Sepsis | NEWS |

Consider screening in:
:;mxhﬂw-ﬂummndﬂmm iption of stewardship di
- the unerall putent il clets couse.

Particular rick fact Ipg age over 75, iecent lrauma of surgeny, i

Then think “Could thiz be an nfection?”

mmmfrmIHMMpHNMHMMImmhMJ

infected wound / device
[ Respaatony rate [ Mo Data Recoeded ¥ |k
[p02 | Mo Data Recorded ¥ Ll
[ Temperstuse [ Mo Dsts Recceded v L}
| Heat 1o [ Mo Data Receeded ¥ [Dla=]
[ Capitary refl e [Ho Dala Recoded v e
[ Lavval of corscamesness [ Mo Data Recoeded v D=
[ Confusion [ o Data Fecoded v Ll
[Lethargy [ o Data Recoded ¥ Wi
[ Digwsiness [ Mo Dsts Recoeded » LW
[ Digoisia [ Mo Data Recceded v Ll
[Arnia THo Data Recoded ¥ |Lgpl
[ Rissh, cyanosis or motting [Ho Data Recoded ¥ LD
[ Leg pon [ Ho Bats Recceded v L_l-_-_
[ Cotd hards ce feet [ Mo Data Recoeded ¥ [0k

& Previous & Next  No Data Recorded | Il Previous Tab [ Mext Tab

Child 5-12 years, no alerts
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Infant, no alerts

ORL& Sepsis Screening for BATRA, BRAHMDEV SINGH [17/02/2015] P EH = B
Home | Appearance
M |__| i:':I j 3 wed 1307/2016 | =
Smre& Codesat hms umw S Previous Tab [ Next Tab
Fﬁ! Controls =3
[History | Sepsis | NEWS |
Consider screening in:
::m ::mwmunmﬁduhq anbibiolic presciiption o stewardship discussion
the unerel pusent ihout cless couse.

Particular rigk factois: immunosuppiession, age over 75, recent trawma of surgery, invative devices

Then think “Could thiz be an infection?”

For example:

Pnu.-nua\. UlmTrﬂtHMMpmmMHw: Cellulitiz / zeplic athitiz /
[F!e:p-ralu_l,l rabe |NuDaia Recorded W LL)
[spoz [Ma Data Recoeded ¥ L)

[ Tesmpersture [Ho Buata Recoded v
[Hest ate [Ho Dsta Recceded v [
[ Capllany reill Gme [ Mo Dala Recoeded ¥ D]
[ Levend of conscamesress | Mo Data Recorded ¥ L)
[ Lethagy [Ma Data Recouded v L]
[ Diowesness [ Ho Data Recorded ¥ Ll

| Dbgouria [ Mo Dats Recoeded ¥ L_|+
[ Arnaia [ Mo Data Recceded v Ll
[ Raash, cyanosis of motting | Mo Data Recoded v L)
[ Leq pan [ Mo Data Recoeded ¥ L)
[ Eotd hards o feet [Ho Data Recceded ¥ L
[Pabe o Mashed THo Dats Recorded * )

Infant, no alerts
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NEWS Score completed, medium result

H |__| = =R @ Sun 14/08/2016 ~

Il

e | Codect | how | Unde it [y pmionTah £ Nt
File Controls
Hiztory | NEWS Calculator
| Level of Consciousness | 14,08/ 2016 O/E - drowsy L) =
| Heart rate | 14/08/2016: 0/E - pulse rate [110 ¥ | @
| Systalic BP [ 14/08/2018 [ 150/90 v [ By
| Temperature | 14/08/2016; O/E - core temperature | 381 oLl [
| Sp02 | 14/08/2016: Oxygen zaturation at penpheny | 93 oL
| Fespiratory rate | 14/08/201E; O/E - rate of respiration | 20 ¥ L=

Once all 6 parameters are recorded the comesponding NEWS category [High, Medium, or Low] wall
appear below:

& | Medium NEwS RCP Total [5-6) [ Mo Data Recorded L

The following line iz included if you wizh to document the NEW score.

| MEW Score | Mo Data Fecorded 1L

NEWS Score completed, medium result

Further Information

For further information, please refer to:
Sepsis Trust Toolkit http://sepsistrust.org/clinical-toolkit/
NICE NG51 https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng51

RCP NEWS (National Early Warning Score)
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/national-early-warning-
score-news
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